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“The Enemies to Our Faith”    The Book of James Chapter 4 Verse 7 

Intro. When we believed in Christ, we had a new birth of the spirit and started to walk in 

the newness of life. Most cases, the new birth is displayed in our church attendance, 

our praises to God, our prayers, and our fellowship with others. At the same time, we 

will face a new enemy because now we belong to God’s kingdom. In this world, we were 

changed to proclaim that “our conversation is in heaven.” The Bible tells us, as long as 

we are in this world, there are three kinds of enemies that we encounter. What and who 

are those enemies?  

I. Satan The Book of James Chapter 4 Verse 7  

Satan is a fallen angel, and he has a personality. He was once the head of the angels, 

though he was punished by God and was expelled from heaven because he desired to be 

God. Since then, Satan has been controlling the religions, philosophies, and education of 

this world in order to distract man from God. Once, we were also under the control of 

Satan. Since we believed in Christ, we are not under the bondage of Satan anymore (Eph. 

2:1-5). Therefore, Satan is furious at us and is doing anything to make us disobey God. 

Satan’s ways of dealing are to make us doubt God and to be discouraged in Him (For 

example, in the Garden of Eden). We should always remember that Satan had already 

been defeated by Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection. The only thing that Satan does is 

to tempt us because he cannot defeat us. In the book, The Pilgrim’s Progress by John 

Bunyan says that there were two lions at both sides of the road when a Christian walks 

to heaven. The lions were chained and were only there to scare him. Satan is always 

watching to devour us. Therefore, we have to be sober and be alert to fight against Satan 

by faith.  

II. This World    The Book of James Chapter 4 Verses 4-5 

This world does not mean nature of this earth. It is about man’s world, organizations, 

and systems which oppose God. The Bible says, when Christ was born, “she wrapped 

him in clothes and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available 

for him.” Joseph and Mary had no place to stay. Humans in this world oppose God. 

Therefore, this world is the enemy of God. Satan is behind every schemes of this world, 

and he tempts and tricks us by information and values which are against God. (When I 

was a child, I went for firefly hunting. I talked to fireflies by saying, “water over there is 

bitter; the water here is sweet.”) Still today, the world tempts and tricks us as if this world 

tells us that God’s Word is bitter but this world is sweet (I John 2:15-17). This world is 

our enemy, therefore, we should fight against it.  

III. The Lust of the Flesh  The Book of James Chapter 4 Verses 1-3 

“Your desires that battle within you” is a selfishness that humans are born with. The 

Bible calls this selfishness as flesh. After I got saved, I still struggled with my flesh. I 

really was like this quote, “Defeating the bandits in the mountains is easy; defeating the 

bandits in one’s mind is difficult.” I did not understand the relation between me and my 

flesh. “The Relationship between Me and My Flesh” … ①Before we get saved, we were 

under the bondage of flesh. We were under the control of flesh. ②After we got saved, we 

have been set free from the bondage of flesh. When we believed in Christ, the Spirit of 

God expels the flesh from the throne of our hearts (Rom. 8:1-2). ③In the present, we find 

flesh in us. Our selfishness says, “me, me,” which hiders our faith to grow. The flesh is 

against God. How can we overcome the flesh? It is by faith. Gal. 2:19b-20. If we believe 

in these words, the Spirit gives us victory.  

Con. We sometimes think that factors of the problems in life are our circumstances and 

people around us. Although, our circumstances and people around us are not the main 

factors, it is the flesh within us. Therefore, let us surrender ourselves to the Lord and 

overcome our enemies with a help of the Holy Spirit.  
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